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Trump victory arouses 
Syrian rebels concern

BEIRUT: Donald Trump’s elec-
tion as US president on Wednes-
day aroused concern among 
Syrian rebels and a degree of opti-
mism in Damascus, where his vic-
tory was seen as a better outcome 
than a Hillary Clinton win.

Syrian rebels have long been 
fi ercely critical of what they per-
ceive as the Barack Obama admin-
istration’s inadequate backing 
for their fi ght against President 
Bashar Al Assad.

While some in the Syrian op-
position said Trump had yet to 
articulate a clear Syria policy, his 
statements, and his more open-
minded stance towards Assad’s 
ally Russia, have fuelled rebel 
concern about the stance he may 
adopt on the war, in which Rus-
sia’s air force has been bombing 
insurgents. “I think things will be-
come diffi  cult because of Trump’s 
statements and his relationship 
with Putin and Russia. I imagine 
this is not good for the Syrian is-
sue,” Zakaria Malahifj i, head of 
the political offi  ce of an Aleppo-
based rebel group, told Reuters.

Trump said in an October 25 in-
terview with Reuters that defeat-
ing IS was a higher priority than 
persuading Assad to step down, 
and warned that Clinton could 
drag the United States into a new 
world war over the Syria confl ict.

The Syrian civil war, now in its 
sixth year, has killed hundreds of 
thousands of people, allowed the 
rise of IS and created the world’s 
worst refugee crisis.

Russia’s intervention in sup-
port of Assad last year helped 
Damascus turn the tide against 
insurgents who had been making 
steady territorial advances, and 
gave Moscow decisive infl uence 
over diplomacy.

The Syrian opposition says 
Obama failed to back them ad-
equately after calling for Assad to 
leave power, failing to enforce his 
own “red line” against the use of 
chemical weapons and blocking 
the delivery of anti-aircraft weap-
ons to rebels.

In Damascus, a member of the 
Syrian parliament said he was 
cautiously optimistic that US pol-
icy would shift Assad’s way under 

Trump. “We must be optimistic, 
but cautiously optimistic,” Sherif 
Shehada, the MP, told Reuters in a 
telephone interview.

He said, “The American admin-
istration must carry out what it 
said in the election campaign.”

Georges Janbour, the Damas-
cus-based head of the Syrian As-
sociation of Political Science, 
noted Trump’s previous sugges-
tion that Russia could be a valu-
able ally in the fi ght against IS. “I 
hope that he continues in this line 
of thinking,” he told Reuters.

Prominent Syrian opposition 
politician George Sabra said: “We 
do not expect much from the new 
American administration, but we 
hope that the face of President 
Donald Trump is totally diff erent 
to the face of Mr. Donald Trump 
the candidate.”

Bassma Kodmani, member 

and spokeswoman for the Syr-
ian opposition High Negotiations 
Committee (HNC), said Trump’s 
intentions remained largely un-
clear. “All we can say is he has 
called for good relations with 
Russia,” she told Reuters. “On 
Syria he will have to make diffi  -
cult decisions. Cooperation with 
Russia over the last year and a half 
has not worked... considerations 
should be towards a diff erent pol-
icy,” she said.

Some rebels believe that Trump 
will make no diff erence to long-
established American policy.

“The Americans were never 
honest with us. They left us in a 
quagmire that drowned the Syr-
ians... Everyone is trading with 
our blood and suff ering,” said Abu 
Hamed, head of the military coun-
cil of rebel group Liwa Al Haq Bri-
gade, speaking from Hama.  — Reuters
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30 Al Qaeda militants 
killed in Yemen
ADEN: Yemeni troops loyal to 
President Abd-Rabbu Mansour 
Hadi’s government killed at least 
30 suspected Al Qaeda militants in 
a raid backed by a Saudi-led mili-
tary coalition, the Yemeni military 
said on Wednesday.

Four soldiers were also killed 
in the operation on Tuesday at 
a farm west of Mukalla, the port 
city and capital of the province of 
Hadramout, the military said on 
its Facebook page. The raid was 
supported by the Saudi-led Arab 
coalition that has been fi ghting on 
the side of Hadi in a war against 
Houthi rebels and forces loyal to 
former president Ali Abdullah 

Saleh. Yemeni offi  cials on Tuesday 
reported that six militants were 
killed in the raid, while four others 
were captured.

Al Qaeda militants took advan-
tage of the civil war which began 
last year, seizing parts of southern 
Yemen, including Mukalla, before 
Yemeni government soldiers and 
Arab coalition troops drove them 
out. The militants have since dis-
persed into the desert or have gone 
into hiding, but continue to launch 
occasional attacks on state offi  -
cials and institutions. The United 
States has used drones to hunt 
down leaders and elements of the 
militant group. — Reuters

M I L I T A R Y  C O A L I T I O N

DEADLY STRIKE: Civil defence members work at a site hit by an airstrike in the rebel-held Douma 
neighbourhood of Damascus, Syria on Monday. – Reuters
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